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What’s What’s 
coming upcoming up FREDERICK AREA

F.Y.I.F.Y.I.THURSDAY, DEC. 21
School dismisses at 1 p.m.; 
Christmas break begins 

MONDAY, DEC. 25
Christmas Day

THURSDAY, DEC. 28
Boys basketball at Wolsey-
Wessington Classic in 
Wolsey, time TBA

TUESDAY, JAN. 2
School back in session
Basketball doubleheader 
vs. Wilmot, 4 p.m. at 
Wilmot

THURSDAY, JAN. 4
Junior high boys basketball 
vs Aberdeen Roncalli, 5 
and 6 p.m. at Roncalli
Boys basketball vs. 
Aberdeen Roncalli, 6:30 
p.m. at Roncalli; C game at 
5 p.m.

SATURDAY, JAN. 6
Basketball doubleheader 
vs. Waverly-South Shore, 1 
p.m. at Frederick

MONDAY, JAN. 8
Junior high boys basketball 
vs. North Central at North 
Central (Roscoe), 5 and 6 
p.m.

TUESDAY, JAN. 9
Basketball doubleheader 
vs. North Central, 4 p.m. at 
Eureka

THURSDAY, JAN. 11
Girls basketball vs. 
Strasburg/Zeeland, 6 p.m. 
at Leola

FRIDAY, JAN. 12
Junior high boys basketball 
vs. Northwestern, 5:30  and 
6:30 p.m. at Frederick. C 
game at 7:30 p.m.

SATURDAY, JAN. 13
Girls basketball at Hanson 
Classic in Mitchell, time TBA
Boys basketball vs 
Ellendale, 1 p.m. at 
Ellendale

Continued on page 8

Sumption 
honored for 
service to  
rural youth

SMILING SNOW QUEENS

PHOTO BY MICHELLE SUMPTION

Morgan Sumption was awarded the title of Frederick Area Snow Queen 
and Adalynn Lloyd received the title of Frederick Area Junior Snow 
Queen during the annual contest on Nov. 26. 

Olivia Morlock was also a candidate in the senior contest. Other 
candidates in the junior contest were Karli Achen, Samantha Dallmann, 
and Katie Bretsch. The contest was held jointly with Leola’s contest. 
Emily Anderson is Leola’s Snow Queen, and Tayler Vetter was named 
Leola’s Junior Snow Queen. Frederick’s 2023 Senior Snow Queen was 
Cole Peterson who was not in attendance, and Alivia Little was present 
as Frederick’s 2023 Junior Snow Queen. Frosty was revealed during the 
afternoon program as Justin Brotzel. 

The coronation of the Junior Snow Queen in the South Dakota Snow 
Queen Festival will be 7 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 6, and the Snow Queen 
coronation will be at 7 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 13. Both will take place at the 
Aberdeen Civic Theatre. “I am excited to be able to represent Frederick 
at the state coronation and reconnect with girls I met during my 
freshman year as junior snow queen!” Sumption said.

The contest was sponsored by the Frederick Area Booster Club. 

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

Margaret Sumption was recognized by South 
Dakota Farmers Union for her service to rural 
youth as a volunteer, with the esteemed Minnie 
Lovinger Award. She was presented with the 
award November 30 during the organization’s 
State Convention in Huron. Margaret Sumption 
is pictured here with Aeriel Eitreim, left, Senior 
Advisory Council member from Sioux Falls; 
and Cadence Konechne, right, Junior Advisory 
Council member from Kimball.

By Lura Roti 
for South Dakota Farmers Union

Educating youth is something Mar-
garet Sumption has been passionate 
about most of her life. 

“I have always enjoyed kids, and as a 
teacher I found that they are generally 
happy and certainly every day is differ-
ent,” Sumption explains.

Sumption was recognized by South 
Dakota Farmers Union for her service 
to rural youth as a volunteer, with the  

Continued on page 5
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December  
Students of the Month

Elementary Students of the Month for December were, front row, Ellie Ulmer, Hadlie 
Pashen, and Carlin Sumption, not pictured is Weston Jolma; and back row, Dawson 
Clark, Fred Sumption, and Colin Foley. The trait for the month was reliable.

FASD PHOTOS

Junior high/high school Students of the Month for December, based on the trait 
of reliable, were Winston Clark, Eden Podoll, Maddie Sumption, and Katie Bretsch.

November  
Students of the Month

Elementary Students of the Month for November were, front row, Drew Wolbeck, 
Avery Jones, and Elijah Ellwein; and back row, Charlie Foley, Arabella Dosch, Anna 
Wilson, and Beckham Sumption. The trait for the month was determined.

FASD PHOTOS

Junior high/high school Students of the Month for November, based on the trait 
of determined, were Noah Kippley, Gabby Millard, Howard Sumption, and Chloe 
Arneson.
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When this column comes 
out, the first semester of 

the school year will nearly be 
complete, with staff and students 
finishing up on Thursday, De-
cember 21. I am not sure where 
the time went, but at least for me, 
this past fall went by unbelievably 
fast! School will resume with the 
start of the second semester on 
Tuesday, January 2.

Gov. Kristi Noem gave her an-
nual budget address recently and 
she is recommending an increase 
of 4 percent for education. Efforts 
will be made to try and get that 
number up a little bit during the 
upcoming legislative session, but 
that is going to be a tough hill to 
climb. We will have to wait and 
see where things end up at the 
end of the upcoming legislative 
session.

As some of you may be aware, 
the Frederick Area School Board 
has been in communication with 
an architectural firm for quite a 
few months now in what I would 

say has been an exploratory 
phase of looking at options for 
potentially upgrading our cur-
rent high school building. It is 
well over 100 years old and has 
been showing signs of its age 
more and more over the past sev-
eral years. Recently, you should 
have received a mailing from the 
school with a survey enclosed. If 
you haven’t received it yet, it will 
most certainly be coming. We 
would greatly appreciate it if you 
would take the time to fill that 
out and send it back to us so that 
we can gauge public opinion with 

the process we are currently in. 
We value your feedback, whether 
positive or negative, as it will help 
guide us in our decision-making 
process as we continue down this 
path.

Boys and girls basketball 
seasons have begun across the 
state. The girls began practices 
on Monday, November 20, and 
the boys on Monday, Novem-
ber 27. Brock Pashen and Alex 
Sumption are coaching the boys, 
while Sarah Sumption and I are 
coaching the girls. There are a to-
tal of 19 boys participating, with 
fourteen from Frederick and five 
from Leola. There are a total of 17 
girls participating, with thirteen 
from Frederick and four from 
Leola. Mother Nature was not 
good to us at the beginning of the 
season last year, with three of the 
first four games being postponed 
due to inclement weather. It ap-
pears that we will be much more 
fortunate this time around, at 
least early in the seasons anyway.

The Frederick Area athletes in 
grades nine through twelve who 
participated in football, volley-
ball, and cross country this past 
fall have all qualified their respec-
tive activities for the “Academic 
Achievement Team Award.” To 
qualify, the collective average 
GPAs for all student-athletes in-
volved in the varsity sport must 
be at or above 3.0. The football 
team, volleyball team, and both 
boys’ and girls’ cross-country 
teams were all well above that 
mark, with the lowest average be-
ing 3.78. Our student-athletes are 
doing extremely well academi-
cally!

We look forward to resum-
ing school and the activities that 
come with it and here’s to hoping 
for a wonderful spring semester! 
May your holidays be safe and 
may your time spent with friends 
and family be enjoyable! From 
everyone here at Frederick Area 
School, we wish you all a very 
merry Christmas!

SUPERINTENDENT’S SUPERINTENDENT’S 
CORNERCORNER

Watch for a survey about upgrading school building

Phone: 605-225-2250 • 16 N. Main St., Aberdeen
Locally owned by Dale & Mia Bain

DRY CLEANING • SHIRT CLEANING • LAUNDRY 
HOUSEHOLD ITEMS • ALTERATIONS • LEATHER • KEEPSAKES

80+ years of experience in professional laundry and cleaning services

TWIN HOME FOR SALE:  
NE corner of Third Avenue and Fifth Street

Move-in ready!

Unit B: 2-bedroom, 2-bath, 1,200 sq. ft. – $250,000

Also has a 576-square-foot garage
Qualified buyers may have part of the cost forgiven after 

five years! Call for details.

A PROJECT OF THE FREDERICK DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION

For more information, contact Rich Bakeberg at 605-329-7410.



4  •  Frederick Area F.Y.I .   •   December 2023/January 2024

By Donna Sumption

In 2003, Troy Millard started 
his career in the electrical in-
dustry at Schwan Electric Inc. 
working under Larry Mettler. 
He gained valuable knowledge 
and experience under Mettler’s 
leadership, but after 10 years of 
working for the family-owned 
business, he feared his chance 
for future advancement was at a 
standstill. In May 2013, he started 
JM Electric Inc. out of his garage 
in Frederick. As the business 
grew, he rented a shop space in 
Aberdeen for a few years before 
making the move into the shop 
building in Frederick. JM Elec-
tric’s service area mainly consist-
ed of Brown County, McPherson 
County and some areas of North 
Dakota.  In 2016, Jaime Taylor of 
Leola joined the JM Electric team 
and has been a great asset to the 
growth of the company.  

At the end of 2022, Troy was 
presented with the opportunity 
to advance once more when 
Schwan Electric was looking for 
an electrical contractor to take 
over the business. At that time 
Schwan Electric was owned by 
Travis Sichmeller, who also op-
erates Sichmeller Engineering 
out of the same location in Ab-
erdeen. Troy, Jaime Taylor, Tra-
vis Sichmeller, and Mitch True-
benbach took over ownership of 

Schwan Electric in January 2023.  
They are pleased to say that they 
have kept the current staff on 
board from both Schwan and 
JM Electric, some of whom have 
been with Schwan for 30 years. 
Schwan Electric celebrated its 
50th Anniversary in June and is 
excited to see what the future has 
in store.  

Schwan Electric offers com-
mercial, residential and agricul-
tural electrical services and pairs 
with Sichmeller Engineering on 
projects as well. Some of their re-
cent completed projects include 
the Northwestern High School 
remodel and addition, Meat 
House in Andover, Dakota Pet 
Care, Dakotaland Federal Credit 
Union and Dacotah Bank.

Looking to the future, Schwan 
is seeking more full-time and 
temporary employees. While 

electrical experience is helpful, 
it is not a necessity as they are 
willing to train. By attending 
career fairs at Mitchell Tech and 
North Dakota State College of 
Science in Wahpeton, N.D., they 
recruited students to work in the 
summer months, gaining great 

hands-on experience. Housing 
is provided for these students in 
the living quarters of the Freder-
ick shop as part of the summer 
program. Anyone considering a 
career in the electrical industry 
is welcome to reach out to Troy 
or Jaime for more information. 

BUSINESS  
FEATURE

SCHWAN ELECTRIC INC.
801 RR Ave SE
Aberdeen, SD 57401

JM ELECTRIC INC.
403 4th St
Frederick, SD 57441

605-225-9211
www.SchwanElectric.Biz
Troy@schwanelectric.biz

PHOTO BY DONNA SUMPTION

Troy Millard works from two locations—one in Aberdeen, pictured above, and 
one in Frederick, below. 

TUESDAY, JAN. 16
Girls basketball vs Ellendale, 6 
p.m. at Ellendale

THURSDAY, JAN. 18
Basketball doubleheader vs. 
Northwestern, 4 p.m. at Frederick

FRIDAY, JAN. 19
Junior high boys basketball vs. 
Trinity Lutheran, 5:30 p.m. at 

Trinity

SATURDAY, JAN. 20
Junior high boys basketball 
vs. Ellendale, 10 and 11 a.m. at 
Ellendale

TUESDAY, JAN. 23
Basketball doubleheader vs 
Britton/Hecla, 5 p.m. in Britton

THURSDAY, JAN. 25
Basketball doubleheader vs. 
Faulkton Area, 4 p.m. at Leola

SATURDAY, JAN. 27
Basketball doubleheader vs. 
South Border, 1 p.m. at Leola

TUESDAY, JAN. 30
Girls basketball vs. Ipswich, 6:30 
p.m. at Ipswich

THURSDAY, FEB. 1
Basketball doubleheader vs. 
Warner, 4 p.m. at Warner

SATURDAY, FEB. 3
Varsity basketball at Highmore 
Classic, time and opponent TBA 
in Highmore

WEDNESDAY, FEB. 7
Region IV Music Contest in 
Aberdeen

THURSDAY, FEB. 8
Girls basketball vs. Herreid/
Selby Area, 6:30 p.m. at Herreid

SATURDAY, FEB. 10
Basketball doubleheader vs 
Webster, 1 p.m. at Webster

THURSDAY, FEB. 15
Girls basketball vs. North Central 
(Senior Night), 6:30 p.m. at Leola

What’s  What’s  
coming upcoming up

Schwan Electric looks to future under new owners
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Sumption: ‘Realize that each farm and farmer is unique’

esteemed Minnie Lovinger 
Award. She served as the Brown 
County Education Director for 
several years. She was presented 
with the award November 30, dur-
ing an awards banquet held during 
the South Dakota Farmers Union 
State Convention in Huron.

“Thanks to the efforts of vol-
unteers like Margaret, each sum-
mer hundreds of rural youth at-
tend camps where they receive 
education on farm safety, team 
work, cooperatives and have the 
opportunity to develop leader-
ship skills,” said Karla Hofhenke, 
Executive Director of South Da-
kota Farmers Union.

More about Margaret 
Sumption

Sumption decided to become 
a teacher because she always en-
joyed school and her teachers. 
She taught grade school for a few 

years before she and her husband, 
John, had children of their own.

When her five sons were 
school age, Margaret substitute 
taught and later returned to work 
in the Frederick Area School 
District full-time as a para and 
then served as the school secre-
tary until she retired in 2001.

Raising their sons on the 
family farm, Margaret and her 
husband, John, were always in 
church and active in the Freder-
ick community. And because of 
her farming background, Sump-
tion said she looked for ways to 
expose students to agriculture 
beyond Brown County.

“I always told students, farm-
ers across America don’t just raise 
corn, cows, wheat and soybeans. 
You eat strawberries and lettuce 
too. Farmers had to grow that too.”

About the time their young-
est son, Warren, graduated, the 
couple became more involved in 

Farmers Union.
“John came home from a 

county meeting one day and 
said, “Margaret, you are the new 
education director.” I said, “OK.”

Throughout the years, Marga-
ret said she appreciated the way 
Farmers Union youth program-
ming taught rural kids about so 
many aspects of agriculture.

“Farmers Union helped 
broaden their horizons. It helped 
them realize that each farm and 
farmer is unique,” she said.

One by one, all five of their 
sons joined the family farming 
operation. Margaret said she en-
joyed having her grandchildren 
close to home and getting to be 
involved their lives.

“All our grandchildren at-
tended Farmers Union Camp. It 
was fun to see them with other 
kids and make friends,” she said.

Today, Farmers Union mem-
ber Mike Traxinger serves as the 

Brown County Education Direc-
tor. Sumption asked him to take 
over for her when he returned to 
his family’s Brown County farm. 
“He has done a great job and ex-
panded the program even more,” 
she said.

More about the award
Established in 2004, the 

South Dakota Farmers Union 
Foundation instituted the Min-
nie Lovinger Award in recogni-
tion of the founder of all Farmers 
Union education programs.

Minnie Lovinger passed away 
more than 70 years ago, but 
not before she laid the founda-
tion for all subsequent Farmers 
Union education efforts. As his-
torian Lyn Oyos wrote, Minnie 
Lovinger “snatched the thorny 
chance and broke the trail that 
others followed. Her soul has 
never left them in their sowing 
and reaping.”

Continued from front page
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Your independent community bank since 1882
314  Main S t .   •  Freder ick ,  Sou th Dakota   •  605-329-2455

FIRST NATIONAL BANK

BIG Idea honorable mention

PHOTO BY SHAUNA SEVERSON

Sofia Losure received an Honorable Mention for her BIG Idea, "Hometown 
Helpers." The BIG Idea Competition's purpose is to foster entrepreneurship by 
getting high school students to think about business opportunities and the 
possibility of creating those opportunities in their communities. "Hometown 
Helpers" would assist elderly small-town residents with transportation, meal 
delivery, and house-cleaning services. Sofia had the honor of pitching her idea 
at the competition on Dec. 6 with other Honorable Mention awardees. 

FCCLA honors

FASD PHOTO

Members of the Frederick FCCLA Chapter competed in the event category 
Professional Presentation at the regional FCCLA competition on Dec. 8. 
Leah Groteleuschen, right, received gold and will advance to the state 
competition. Ruby Dallman, left, received silver.  
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Out with the old, and (hopefully) in with the new

PHOTOS BY KEVIN BARTON

A house in Frederick that had become uninhabitable was torn down on Dec. 8. The house, at 303 2nd Ave., was acquired by the city after the city sent a condemnation 
notice to the owner due to the condition of the structure. The owner did not want to make the needed repairs and offered to deed the property to the city, which 
accepted the offer. The Frederick Development Corporation is in the process of purchasing the deed with the intention of building a new structure on the property. The 
development corporation board will focus on plans for this property next year, ideally after the remaining twin home that the corporation built this year has been sold.

DO YOU HAVE COMMUNITY NEWS TO 
SHARE? Please send photos or news items  

of interest to the community to  
news@fredericksd.com. 

Scholarship honors Bernice Rollo

A scholarship fund has been started to honor longtime Frederick 
high school teacher Bernice Rollo, who died in September at the 

age of 101. Contributions can be sent to the Frederick Area School 
District. Put “Bernice Rollo Scholarship” in the memo line. 

Athletes in fall sports receive honors

A number of Frederick Area athletes in fall sports received 
conference and state honors upon the conclusion of their seasons. 

In volleyball, Sofia Losure and Jocelynn Ellwein were second-team 
All-Lake Region Conference selections.

In football, McKinley Kosters, Austin Mantei, Connor Spitzer, 
Brayden Sumption, and Gavin Nickelson were named to the Lake 
Region Conference all-conference team, and Levi Little received 
honorable mention recognition. Austin Mantei and Brayden 
Sumption were also named to the Class 9AA All-State team.

Senior Snow 
Queen 
candidates

Among two schools, three 
seniors were candidates 
for senior Snow Queen: 
from left, Emily Anderson, 
Olivia Morlock, and 
Morgan Sumption. 
Anderson was crowned 
Leola Snow Queen, and 
Sumption was crowned 
Frederick Area Snow 
Queen. 

PHOTO BY MICHELLE 

SUMPTION

Howard Sumption’s lighting displays 
draw drive-by viewers and publicity

IMAGE FROM VIDEO

Howard Sumption, a 13-year-old from rural Frederick, has been putting 
together a fantastic lighting display at his family’s home for at least five 
years now, and the size of the display and the attention it has received has 
grown every year. On Dec. 13, The Aberdeen Insider featured his display in 
a story about area Christmas lighting displays to visit. Howard puts up the 
whole display almost entirely by himself, including the lights on the roof. The 
display includes a nativity scene and many inflatable decorations, and the 
lights change in tune with music that viewers can tune into on the radio. The 
display at 11275 389th Ave. is on from 5:30 till about 10 p.m.



Investing in a bright future.

North Brown

f o u n d at i o n
c o m m u n i t y 2023 Year-End Update

Frederick 
Forward match 

for the first 
$5,000!

South Dakota 
Community 
Foundation 

match: $37,500 
when we reached 

$155,600*!

ACHIEVED!

*The match required us to raise $150,000 in three 
years, by June 2021. The amount in the fund before we 

started the challenge—$5,600—did not count toward the 
challenge goal.

**The amount available to give is based on a four-year 
rolling average of the fund balance; it will take a few 

years to get to this donation amount. 

With the fund  
above $225,000,  

we are able to  
give back $10,000  

to our communities 
every year!**

CONTRIBUTIONS AS 
OF DECEMBER 2023: 

$230,182
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See how much  
the fund has grown!

$8,000 donated to community
The North Brown Community Founda-

tion’s growth has been of the “slow but 
steady” variety again in 2023. The fund 
has received $1,158.32 in donations so 
far in 2023, with a few days remaining in 
the year.

These donations, and all of the other 
donations that have gone into the fund 
since its inception in 2014, add to the 
fund’s principal balance, from which the 
grant amount is calculated. Each year, 
4.5 percent** is available to the board 
of the foundation to distribute to com-
munity needs. As of Dec. 19, the balance 
of the principal is $230,182.29. This is a 
significant figure for a community with 
a small population and shows gratitude 
for the community’s past, love for the 
community at present, and a belief in 
the community’s future.

The NBCF awarded $8,000 in dona-
tions to community projects in 2023, up 
from $6,400 in 2022: 

• $1,000 to the Frederick Athletic 
Association (via the Town of Fred-
erick) for improvements to the 
baseball field

• $4,500 to the Frederick Area 
Volunteer Firefighters in support 
of the asphalt project at the new 
fire hall

• $2,500 to Frederick Forward for 
the continuation of Frederick Area 
F.Y.I.

Please consider giving to the foun-
dation in 2024. One method of giving 
is memorials: Donating in memory of 
community members who have died 

is a lasting way to honor their legacy. 
A donation to the North Brown Com-
munity Foundation gives back to our 
communities every year, as far into the 
future as you can imagine!  

The grant application period is 
now open. Projects should benefit 
people in the geographic area of the 
Frederick Area School District, including 
the communities of Barnard, Elm Lake, 
Frederick, and Westport. 

 An application form can be found 
on the facing page or downloaded 
from www.fredericksd.com/nbcf. 
Applications can be submitted to First 
National Bank in Frederick or emailed 
to nbcf@fredericksd.com. The dead-
line for this round of grant-giving is 
Feb. 1, 2024. 

Applicants must be nonprofits with 
501(c)3 tax-exempt status to be eligible 
to receive grants. Nonprofits that are 
not 501(c)3s must have a 501(c)3 as a 
fiscal sponsor for the project. 

Contact Heidi Marttila-Losure at the 
e-mail above or 605-290-3335 if you 
have questions about the grant appli-
cation process. Please encourage the 
nonprofits you care about to apply.

The North Brown Community Founda-
tion works like an endowment for the 
communities of Barnard, Elm Lake, Fred-
erick, and Westport. It’s one of nearly 80 
community savings accounts of the South 
Dakota Community Foundation. Learn 
more and donate at www.fredericksd.
com/nbcf.

DONATE TODAY!  www.fredericksd.com/nbcf  •  PO Box 576, Frederick, SD 57441

ACHIEVED!

NEW GIFTS IN 2023
Lee & Tracy Olson  

Supporters of NBCF  
Lynette Durheim 

in memory of Ruth Swedland  
Todd & Melissa Ellwein 

in memory of Delbert Gunther  
John & Margaret Sumption 

in memory of Al Layton, Edgar Head,  
& Dennis Geranen  

Heidi & Dave Losure 
in memory of Jan Peterson  

& Rev. Tim Fugman

THANK YOU to these donors for helping to build the fund:  
FOUNDING FAMILIES DONORS from 2014 to 2022  (those who have given $1,000 or more)

Berwyn & Sharon Bain
Owen & Jacki Bain  

Robert & Becky Campbell 
in memory of Viggo & Thora Larsen

R. Scott & Teresa Campbell
Pat Dennert 

Rose Des Camps 
in memory of Bill Des Camps

Thomas & Maria Dosch 
in memory of Leo Marttila  

and Leo & Lillian Dosch
Todd & Melissa Ellwein
Janice Bender Labesky

Ray Laurila  
in memory of Verna Laurila

Jung Development, LLC  
honoring the Jung family

Jung Development, LLC  
honoring the Pesio family

Gordon Niva & Susan Lahr  
in memory of Leonard & Dorothy 

Lahr
Lee & Tracy Olson  
Dan & Sheila Rahja

John & Margaret Sumption

MAJOR GIFTS (of $2,500 or more)

First National Bank 
in memory of Joe & Jean Campbell  

and Robert K. & Irene Campbell
Frederick Forward

Scott & Grace McCullough  
in memory of Delores K. Anderson

Valerie Nixon   
in honor of Leif, Ralph and Eva Larson 

and in memory of Robert Nixon
Bertha Turnquist



North Brown

f o u n d at i o n
c o m m u n i t y

1  IDENTIFYING INFORMATION
Name of Organization: _____________________________________________   Tax ID#: _________________________

Address: _________________________________________________________________________________________________

City: ______________________________________________________________   State: ____________ ZIP: ________________

Contact Person: ________________________________________________________ Title: _________________________

Phone: _____________________________________________   Email: _______________________________________________

Briefly describe your nonprofit organization: ________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2  GRANT INFORMATION

What amount of grant money are you requesting from the foundation? _______________________________

What is the total amount required for your project / this fundraising effort? ___________________________

Please provide a clear description of the project, including time period and place, if applicable. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Why is this project needed? 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2024 GRANT APPLICATION
Return this application to First National Bank in Frederick 
(PO Box 576, Frederick, SD 57441) or e-mail to  
nbcf@fredericksd.com. The deadline for this round of 
grant-giving is Thursday, February 1, 2024.



2  GRANT INFORMATION (continued)

What community support does this project have? 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What results do you expect from this project? 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

If this project continues beyond the proposed grant period, how will the continuation of the project 
be funded or otherwise supported? 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Does this project involve collaboration with other organizations? If so, list them here. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3  SIGNATURE

I acknowledge that the information in this grant application is true to the best of my knowledge. 

_________________________________________            _________________________________________

       Signature and Title          Date 
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City of Frederick Nov. 6, 
2023 Minutes
Frederick’s town board meeting was held Mon-
day, November 6, 2023 in the Frederick Commu-
nity Center beginning at 7:00 PM. Attending the 
meeting were Chairman Scott Campbell, Board 
member Troy Millard, Finance Officer Jennifer 
Morlock, Assistant Finance Officer Mariah Heine, 
and Utility Manager Dalton Kopecky.
Chairman Campbell opened the meeting and 
led in the Pledge of Allegiance.
The minutes of the October meeting were read 
and approved with a motion by Millard/Camp-
bell; motion carried. The financial statements 
were reviewed and accepted with a motion by 
Campbell/Millard; motion carried. The Novem-
ber accounts payable were approved with a 
motion by Millard/Campbell; motion carried.
ACCOUNTS PAYABLE
MDU electric BP/Wtr/Mun Bldg/SP/Sts/Swr/

EBL	 $1,048.87
Alpha Circle Cmty	 $191.83
Brown County Weed and Pest Genl	 $626
Brown County Sheriffs Office deputy svcs Genl	

$1,041.67
Century Bus Products printer Genl	 $73.03
Dalton Kopecky UT wage Sts/Wtr/Swr	$192.08
Dependable Sanitation Grbg	 $1,734
EFPTS taxes Genl/FO/CC/EBL/Sts/Wtr/Swr/

Cmty	 $852.87
FDC Genl	 $1200
GDI minutes Genl	 $115.78
USDA-RD loan Swr	 $3,763
J. Kosters Genl	 $46.17
J. Morlock wage FO	 $1,373.77
Jensen Rock & Sand material Sts	 $1995
JVT Genl/Wtr/EBL/FO	 $299.04
M. Cox wage EBL	 $631.92
M. Heine wage FO	 $1,126.37
M. Morlock mowing wage Genl	 $33.25
R. Bakeberg UT wage Sts/Wtr/Swr	 $144.07
S. Campbell wage Genl	 $69.26
S. Campbell supplies Genl	 $14.17
S. Campbell supplies Genl	 $16.52
SD Dept of Rev sales tax Genl	 $66.35
SD Dept of Health samples Wtr	 $67
T. Millard wage Genl	 $46.17
VISA supplies Genl	 $138.85
USDA-RD loan Wtr	 $475
WEB Water Wtr	 $5,139.96
Frederick Volunteer Firefighters 		

fire hall pmt Fire	 $14,384.14

OLD BUSINESS
Dalton Kopecky and Scott Campbell provided 
a utility report. The board reviewed the Brown 
County Sheriffs report from patrolling the area. 
The board discussed an agreement that was 
made October 5, 2022 to remove old trailer 
houses at a 4th Avenue property in order to bring 
an old trailer onto the property. The owner was to 
remove the two unused trailer houses by Oct 1, 
2023 and Oct 1, 2024, but no progress has been 
made. A request was sent for the owner to at-
tend the meeting and the board will continue to 
do their due diligence to enforce the agreement.
NEW BUSINESS
Motion to approve liquor license for Commu-
nity Store made by Campbell/Millard; motion 
carried. An application was sent to Titans Bar 
& Grill, but the board has not received it so 
could not approve it at this time. Motion to 
accept end of year report from Alpha Circle 
Wayside Cemetery made by Millard/Campbell; 
motion carried. Delinquent utility bills were 
discussed by the board. It was noted that 
those with water shut off will remain off; Ser-

vices will need to be paid to be restored.
The next regular meeting will be Wednesday, 
December 6 at 7 PM.
Motion to adjourn made by Millard/Campbell 
at 7:44 PM; motion carried.
M. Heine, Assistant Finance Officer

Town of Westport General 
Meeting, Nov. 6th, 2023
The Town of Westport met on November 6th, 
2023 with Jason & Jennifer Bender, Shane 
Storm, Mitch Wilson, Larry Schmit and Doreen 
Hertel present. The following expenses were 
presented:
City General
NWPS- utility	 $379.83
Groton Independent-newspaper	 $15.45
Brown Co Treas- mosquito spraying	 $400.00
SDML Workers Compensation	 $523.00
Davids Lawn-cemetery maintenance $400.00
DSG-parts	 $203.25
Sewer
NWPS-Utilities	 34.29
NRWA loan repayment	 $210.13
Water
WEB	 $2,110.27

Mitch Wilson made motion to pay all bills; sec-
ond by Shane Storm.
The following deposits were presented:
City General
Brown County Collections	 $294.65
State of SD	 $7,174.33
Interest	 $209.14
Sewer
Resident Payments	 $960.00
Water
Resident Payments	 $4,169.77
NEW BUSINESS:
2024 liquor license for The Shed was ap-
proved. Snow removal contract was signed 
with B&B for the 2023-2024 winter.
Doreen Hertel, Finance Officer

Frederick Area School 
District #6-2 Board 
Meeting, Nov. 14, 2023
A regular meeting of the Frederick Area Board 
of Education was called to order on Novem-
ber 14, 2023, at 6:00 p.m. by President Rich 
Schlosser. Members present were Rich Achen, 
Jon Ellwein, Alex Hart and Eric Sumption. Also 
present were Superintendent/9-12 Principal/
Athletic Director Jeff Kosters, PreK-8 Principal 
Jessica Ringgenberg and Business Manager 
Shauna Severson. Others in attendance: Mar-
ty Morlock, Noah Kippley, Jeff Kippley, Titus 
Kippley, Mathew Kolb and Brayden Sumption.
The meeting began with all present reciting 
the Pledge of Allegiance.
Noah Kippley addressed the Board during Pub-
lic Comment.
2024-041 Motion by Sumption, second by 
Hart to amend the agenda to move Action Item 
Drinking Fountains before Conflict of Interest 
Disclosures. All voted Aye. Motion carried.
2024-042 Motion by Sumption, second by 
Achen to leave the drinking fountains as is. 
Aye Achen, Ellwein, Hart, Sumption; Nay: 
Schlosser. Motion carried.
No conflict of interest disclosures.
2024-043 Motion by Ellwein, second by 
Achen to approve the following consent agen-

da items. All voted Aye. Motion carried.
a. October 9, 2023 Regular Meeting Minutes
b. October 2023 Payroll
c. October 2023 Financial Report
d. November 2023 Bills
e. Transfer $250,000 from General Savings to 
Checking
FINANCIAL REPORT:
GENERAL FUND
Checking: 
Bal	 10-1-23:	 $196,581.31
Receipts: 	 $85,760.93
Disbursements: 	 $205,299.63
Bal	 10-31-23 	 $205,299.63
Investments: 
Bal	 10-1-23:	 $684,637.16
Interest: 	 $34,690.51
Bal	 10-31-23: 	 $719,327.67
Ending Fund Balance: 	 $796,370.28
IMPREST FUND: 
Bal 10-1-23: 	 $2,342.88
Receipts: 	 $2,692.12
Disbursements: 	 $2,130.97
Bal 10-31-23 	 $2,904.03
CAPITAL OUTLAY FUND
Checking: 
Bal 10-1-23: 	 $891,082.10
Receipts: 	 $10,803.84
Disbursements: 	 $15,292.99
Bal	 10-31-23 	 $886,592.95
Investments: 
Bal 10-31-23: 	 $1,553,800.96
Ending Fund Balance: 	 $2,440,393.91
SPECIAL EDUCATION FUND
Checking: 
Bal 10-1-23: 	 $37,097.93
Receipts: 	 $5,322.07
Disbursements: 	 $28,638.67
Bal 10-31-23 	 $13,781.33
Investments: 
Bal 10-31-23: 	 $1,443,913.67
Ending Fund Balance: 	 $1,457,695.00
FOOD SERVICE FUND
Bal 10-1-23: 	 $14,951.15
Receipts: 	 $9,892.63
Disbursements: 	 $10,983.07
Bal 10-31-23 	 $13,860.71
DRIVERS ED FUND: 
Bal 10-31-23 	 $.04.
CUSTODIAL FUND: 
Bal 10-1-23: 	 $40,558.51
Receipts: 	 $17,584.87
Disbursements: 	 $10,145.63
Bal	 10-31-23 	 $47,997.75.
OVID J STEVENS SCHOLARSHIP:
Checking: 
Bal 10-31-23 	 $.85 
Investments: 
Bal 10-31-23: 	 $25,499.86
Ending Fund Balance: 	 $25,500.71
CLAIMS APPROVED
General Fund salaries	 111,239.22
Special Education salaries	 15,251.25
Food Service salaries	 3,473.52
EFTPS, federal income tax/Social Security/

Medicare	 35,067.16
AFLAC, supplemental insurance	 1,147.27
American Funds, retirement	 638.89
Delta Dental, insurance	 2,629.16
Northern Plains Insurance Pool	 15,610.47
The Standard, life insurance	 247.75
Security Benefits, retirement	 2,177.78
Optilegra, vision insurance	 478.01
SD Retirement	 18,235.58
SD Retirement Supplemental	 4,478.22
Total: 	 $210,674.28
BILLS APPROVED
GENERAL FUND: 

Aberdeen Awards-vb award	 26.00
Achen, Stephen-fb worker	 15.00
Agtegra-fuel	 5,273.04
Amazon-supplies	 460.87
Babcock Family Chiro-DOT physical	 90.00
BP-fuel	 107.65
Campbell, Scott-fb worker	 30.00
CWD-FFVP	 1,127.70
Cenex-fuel	 44.07
Century Business-copier overage	 814.32
Cole Papers-custodial supplies	 1,721.95
Cool Car Parts-battery	 593.90
DRN-tech services	 526.32
Deubrook Area Sch Dist-region 1B XC	 107.15
DIGI-security badges	 499.57
Duenwald, Dan-asbestos inspection	 400.00
Eide Bailly-new auditor assistance	 375.00
Fairfield by Marriott-state XC travel	 1,276.44
Farmers Union Oil-bus maintenance	 123.30
FBLA-national registrations	 525.00
Flemmer, Carli-vb worker	 120.00
Foreman Sales & Service-bus maint	32,080.49
FASD Imprest Fund-misc.	 2,130.97
GDI News-publishing	 74.23
Hub City Roofing-roof maintenance	 230.00
Hutson, Betty Pat-volleyball worker	 60.00
Innovative Office Solutions-stools	 94.71
Jensen, Nevan-liveticket worker	 200.00
Jostens-graduation/yearbook	 2,179.58
JVT-phone	 342.23
King, Hunter-fb worker	 45.00
King, James-fb worker	 80.00
King, Jericho-fb worker	 15.00
Lehmann, Shekota-vb worker	 60.00
Losure, Erik-fb liveticket worker	 50.00
MACS/Capital One Credit-maint supplies	19.48
Marathon Petro-fuel	 77.45
Menards-maintenance/custodial supplies	19.55
Merchant Services-cc processing fees	 363.74
Mid-American Research Chemical-mainte-

nance/custodial supplies	 774.94
Midstates Group-track banner	 70.00
Midwest Pest Control-pest control	 173.00
Montana-Dakota Utilities-utilities	 3,484.46
Mueller, Jeff-fb worker	 15.00
Myer, Beverly-vb worker	 60.00
NSU-fall 2023 digital textbooks	 402.84
Pantorium Cleaners-supplies	 121.40
Pashen, Brock-fb worker	 50.00
Pauer Sound-sound system service	 530.61
Prorate Services-23-24 drug and alcohol 

program	 85.00
Rochester 100-supplies	 145.00
SASD-504 workshop	 50.00
Schlosser, Richard-fb worker	 180.00
School Specialty-supplies	 15.52
Sewer Duck-toilet rental/pickup	 1,067.50
Sumption, Chris-fb worker	 30.00
Sumption, Gary-fb worker	 15.00
Sumption, Sarah-fb worker	 30.00
Sumption, Warren-fb worker	 80.00
Taylor Music-supplies	 48.00
Teachers Pay Teachers-curric. supp.	 30.25
Town of Frederick-utilities	 652.98
Tschappat, Clara-vb worker	 30.00
Vetter, Sam-fb worker	 30.00
Wal-Mart-library supplies	 74.59
Zinter, Tonya-vb worker	 120.00
CAPITAL OUTLAY FUND
Amazon-library books	 609.15
Century Business Products-copier lease	613.32
Hauff Mid-America-track uniforms	 1,960.00
Marco-intercom system	 38,034.67
SPECIAL EDUCATION FUND
Avera-OT/PT	 5,195.20
Kosters, Christine-travel	 76.00
ProMetric-parapro exam	 85.00
Teachers Pay Teachers-curri supp	 10.26

continued on page 13
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 By Heidi Marttila-Losure

Some Leola-Frederick girls bas-
ketball players are “playing up” this 
season, resulting in more of a chal-
lenge for the players on the court. 

The girls junior high season 
started in late October. When 
the JV/varsity season started in 
late November, two eighth-grad-
ers went up to that level, leaving 
one eighth-grader, three sev-
enth-graders, and seven sixth-
graders at the junior high level. 

“We have played partial sixth- 
and eighth-grade games due to 
numbers,” said junior high coach 
Troy Podoll. “In our seventh-
grade games, which were full 
games, our record is 6-2. We won 
two eighth-grade games early, 
and have lost four partial games.” 

Podoll says the strength of 
this group is their basketball IQ. 
“We watch film of every game at 
the following day’s practice,” he 
said. “They are beginning to un-
derstand team concepts on both 
ends of the court and have done 
a good job executing.”

The team is working on im-
proving individual skills. “Our 
shooting and ball handling skills 
as a team are not where I’d like,” 
Podoll said. “Improving our 
strength and athleticism is cru-
cial as well. 

“I plan to offer off-season skill 
development and strength train-
ing for the girls. I hope they will 
utilize it. We have a good group 
that has the potential to be very 
competitive if we improve those 
two areas.”

Junior high girls have 
a strong basketball IQ

JUNIOR HIGH GIRLS BASKETBALL

PHOTOS BY HEIDI MARTTILA-LOSURE

TOP: Mileah Holmes dribbles around 
a Britton-Hecla defender on Dec. 12. 
BOTTOM: Eden Podoll goes for a 
layup.

Ruby Dallmann drives to the hoop. 

Addison Wolbeck evades the defense. 
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16th Annual F-5 Fishing Tournament
Family - Friends - Fun - Fishing - Frenzy

January 27, 2024
Elm Lake

All Teams Registered will have a chance to win A Garmin Livescope Plus Ice Fishing Bundle

2 person team - entry fee $50
*includes fishing, breakfast, lunch, door prize chances. (Prizes to all kids registered to fish)

Register from 6am to 10 am @ The Elm Lake Resort • Fishing 7 am - 3 pm

Guaranteed $3,000 Cash Payout
Largest Walleye - Largest Northern - Total Pounds

With cash prizes for:
Largest Catfish - Largest Perch - Largest Crappie - Largest Blue Gill - Smallest Northern 

Total pounds rough fish - Total Pounds Pan Fish - Furthest Traveled

Spearing Category:
2 person team-entry fee $50

100% Payout for total lbs

Raffle tickets: $10 per ticket or $20 for 3 tickets
May be bought prior to or at the tournament.

10 for 10&10 Raffle Prizes: Grand Prize: Ruger AR 5.56, $250 Cash, Tikka T3X Lite Ri-
fle, $250 Cash, Stevens 555 O/U Shotgun, $250 Cash, Weatherby Vanguard Rifle .243, $250 Cash, 
Remington 870 Synthetic 12 Ga., $250 Cash, Smith & Wesson M&P 9MM, $250 Cash, Ruger 10/22 
Synthetic .22LR, $250 Cash, Taurus G3C 9MM, $250 Cash, Savage 93R17 FNS .17HMR, $250 Cash, 

Remington Model 597 .22LR, $250 Cash
Sponsored by Elm Valley Community Club

For information contact Warren Sumption (605) 216-6654 or Richard Achen (605) 216-6777 
All SDGFP rules apply. Alternate date is January 28, 2024.

F-5 FISHINGF-5 FISHING  
TOURNAMENTTOURNAMENT

OVER $8000 IN CASH & PRIZES TO BE WONOVER $8000 IN CASH & PRIZES TO BE WON

FOOD SERVICE FUND
Bernard Food Industries-food	 246.25
CWD-food/supplies	 7,423.38
Child & Adult Nutrition-commodities	 580.40
Community Store-food	 32.88
Meathouse-donated beef processing	 771.00
Pantorium Cleaners-kitchen supplies	 96.85
IMPREST FUND
Devine, Valeree-vb ref/mileage	 125.50
Dickey County Sheriff-fingerprints	 10.00
Division of Criminal Inv.-bckgd check	 43.25
First National Bank-state XC meal money	 804.00
Jundt, Rosa-vb ref	 100.00
Leonhardt, Elizabeth-vb ref	 100.00
Northwestern Area Sch Dist-vb tourn fee	150.00
SD FBLA-bus. battle and fall leadership	395.00
SD Region 3 Area Principals Assoc.-mtgs	 100.00
USPS-stamps	 66.00
Warner School Dist-23-24 HASBO dues	 75.00
Weismantel, Kelsey-vb ref/mileage	 162.22
CUSTODIAL FUND
Aberdeen Awards-LRC awards	 184.00
Amazon-FCCLA fall fest supplies	 231.92
Bauer, Dave-LRC Region cross country meet 

worker	 100.00
Believe Kids Fundraising-band and choir 

fundraiser	 3,906.60
BSN Sports-fb jerseys	 362.74
CWD-concessions	 1,420.28
Cash-Wa Direct-concessions	 286.44
Coca-Cola Bottling Co-concessions	 219.50
Community Store-concessions	 20.65
Dollar Tree-SADD supplies	 9.29
Frederick Area Ath. Assoc-meal	 354.00
Kesslers-concessions	 107.41
MB, LLC-BBB fall camp shirts	 440.64
Smith, Vern-donation from FB admissions	2,000.00
Starbucks-SADD travel	 38.86
Target-cross country supplies	 35.95
Wal-Mart-SADD supplies	 27.47
Ware, Leesa-vb shirts	 114.67.
The following reports were presented:

•	 Dan Miller: JLG Architects A memoran-
dum of understanding for the church 
property has been signed by both 
parties.

•	 Jeff Kosters: Superintendent/9-12 Princi-
pal/Athletic Director

•	 Shauna Severson: Business Manager
•	 Achen/Hart: Building/Co-op

2024-044 Motion by Hart, second by Ellwein 
to approve the custodial account addition - 
FBLA. All voted Aye. Motion carried.
2024-045 Motion by Sumption, second by 
Achen to approve the intent to receive prop-
erty/liability, workers compensation and cyber 
liability insurance bids or quotes. All voted 
Aye. Motion carried.
The Board would like to recognize the fol-
lowing accomplishments: Jocelynn Ellwein 
and Sofia Losure were named to the Lake 
Region Conferences Second Team in volley-
ball; Brayden Sumption, McKinley Kosters, 
and Gavin Nickelson received All-Conference 
football recognition, and Levi Little received 
Honorable Mention. Brayden Sumption was 
also named to the 9AA All-State team; the 7th 
grade Math Counts team placed third, while 
Andrew Schlosser placed sixth individually. 
The Boys Cross Country team placed sixth at 
the state meet, while Milo Sumption placed 
25th.
2024-046 Motion by Hart, second by Sump-
tion to adjourn at 6:54 p.m. All voted Aye. Mo-
tion carried.
Rich Schlosser, President
Shauna Severson, Business Manager
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By Heidi Marttila-Losure

Talented starters and a deep bench could 
combine to give the Leola-Frederick boys 
basketball team a successful season.

Nineteen student-athletes are out for bas-
ketball this year: four seniors, four juniors, 
eight sophomores, two freshmen, and one 
eighth-grader. 

Depth and experience are two of the 
team’s strengths this year, along with length 
and athletic ability. 

“Practices have been competitive, and 
we are looking to pressure the whole court,” 
Coach Brock Pashen said. “We are looking to 
see how deep we can go off our bench while 
still getting production. We are looking to 
grind teams down and force them to play at 
a pace where they are not comfortable.”

Players to watch include Noah Kippley, 
who was second-team all-conference last 
year as a sophomore, and seniors Brayden 
Sumption and Connor Spitzer, who were 
starters last year and have played significant 
minutes since their sophomore years.

Last season ended earlier than the team 
had hoped, with a close loss to Hitchcock-Tu-
lare in their first region game. “That was gut-
wrenching and left a kicked-in-the-stomach 
feeling for us after winning 11 games during 
the regular season,” Pashen said, adding that 
it’s motivating them this season. “We want 
to make sure we are getting better every day 

and forcing our opponent to play at our pace 
and tempo.”

Some of the opponents in their sights are the 
historically top teams in Region 1B. “The LRC 
and Region 1B will be solid,” Pashen said. “We 
feel we are in the mix with Aberdeen Christian, 
Warner, and Northwestern for those top seeds 
when region play comes around.”

A promising season is ahead for the team 
because of the work that is behind them. 

“We had excellent turnout for our K-12 
individual skills camps/workouts over the 
summer as we are always looking to build 
our program and future. Thank you, parents,” 
Pashen said. “We hosted a team camp of area 
teams and went to Waconia, Minnesota; Fer-
gus Falls, Minnesota; and the Sanford Penta-
gon for team camps. We played teams from 
schools much bigger than us and are expect-
ing that competition to pay dividends this 
season. We had several kids also play in the 
James Valley Thunder summer program.”

“I’m very thankful for the kids and par-
ents who put in the time they do with our 
offseason program and then so many of them 
that put in time individually shooting and 
working on their skills in their own time,” 
he added. “We have many kids in the boys 
and girls program coming in before school 
or staying after practice to shoot, and I see 
our elementary kids watching them. These 
seniors and upperclassmen for the boys and 
girls are excellent role models for our youth.”

Langford Area	 W	 58-28

Oakes, ND	 W	 70-56

Aberdeen Christian	W	 66-56

Waubay/Summit	 W	 58-51

Dec 19	8:00 PM	 vs Potter County	 Leola

Dec 28		 vs TBD	 Wolsey-Wessington 

Jan 2	 8:00 PM	 @ Wilmot	 Wilmot

Jan 4	 7:30 PM	 @ Aberdeen Roncalli	 Aberdeen Catholic Schools

Jan 6	 5:00 PM	 vs Waverly-South Shore	 Frederick Area

Jan 9	 8:00 PM	 @ North Central	 Eureka

Jan 13	 2:30 PM	 @ Ellendale, ND	 Ellendale 

Jan 18	 8:00 PM	 vs Northwestern	 Frederick Area

Jan 23	8:00 PM	 @ Britton-Hecla	 Britton-Hecla	

Jan 25	8:00 PM	 vs Faulkton Area	 Leola

Jan 27	 5:00 PM	 vs South Border, ND	 Leola

Feb 1	 8:00 PM	 @ Warner	 Warner	

Feb 3	 vs	 TBD	 Hyde Co Memorial Auditorium

Feb 10	 5:00 PM	 @ Webster Area	 Webster Armory

Feb 16	 8:00 PM	 vs Herreid/Selby Area	 Leola (Senior Night)

Feb 23	8:00 PM	 @ Ipswich	 Ipswich		

Feb. 26-29	 Region 1B Tournament

March 5	 SoDak 16

March 14-16	 Class B State Tournament

BOYS BASKETBALL

Titans have a full roster of 
contributors this season

PHOTOS BY HEIDI MARTTILA-LOSURE

Brayden Sumption throws down a dunk after getting 
a steal against Oakes Dec. 12.

Noah Kippley puts up a shot against Langford Area 
on Dec. 9. 

Milo Sumption goes for a rebound during the Titans’ 
game against Langford Area on Dec. 9.

Westyn 
Thorpe 

puts up a 
shot over 

a Langford 
Area 

defender 
on Dec. 9.
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By Jeff Kosters

Girls Basketball Head Coach

The Leola/Frederick Titans girls basketball 
season got its start back on Nov. 20. I have 
17 girls participating this year, and seven of 
those are seniors. Laura Sumption returns 
as the co-MVP of the conference and a first-
team selection last year. Sofia Losure also re-
turns as a first-team all-conference selection 
last year. Chloe Arneson was a second-team 
pick last year, but unfortunately, she suffered 
a torn ACL back in June at a team camp in 
Brookings, and it appears that she will be un-
able to make it back to the court this season. 
The other four seniors include Jocelynn Ell-
wein, Olivia Morlock, Morgan Sumption, and 
Maddie Sumption. Juniors include Zoe Cox 
and Sam Geffre; sophomores include Kalyce 
Achen and Kaitlyn Mueller; freshman include 
Karli Achen, Ella Kempf, and Tayler Vetter; 
and eighth-graders include Jillian Ellwein, 
Arabella Clark, and Parker Hoffman.

The girls have been working hard these past 
two weeks of practice, and we attended four 
team camps this past summer to help prepare 
as well. Those included SDSU in Brookings, 
NSU in Aberdeen, DWU in Mitchell, and 
the last one in Alexandria, Minnesota. When 
these seniors were eighth-graders, we suffered 
through an 0-21 season and have won five, 
nine, and sixteen games each year since. With 
the amount of experience returning, we have 
high expectations for ourselves, and I would 
imagine the fan base will as well. We were 
conference champions last season and ad-
vanced to our first SoDak16 game since that 
format was introduced back in 2017.

Our biggest strength this season will no 
doubt be our experience. For the past sev-
eral years, that was somewhat of an Achilles 
heel for us, but you could see things turning 
around during the season last year. After a loss 
to Potter County right before Christmas, we 
wouldn’t lose another game until early Febru-
ary, winning a dozen straight, I believe. We 
are excited for the season and can’t wait to get 
things going!

These Titans 
have traveled 
a long way

Langford Area	 W	 41-37 

Aberdeen Christian	W	 43-41

Waubay/Summit	 L	 41-44

Dec 19	6:30 PM	 vs  Potter County	 Leola

Jan 2	 6:30 PM	 @  Wilmot	 Wilmot

Jan 6	 3:30 PM	 @  Waverly-South Shore	 Frederick Area

Jan 9	 6:30 PM	 @  North Central	 Eureka

Jan 11	 7:30 PM	 vs  Strasburg/Zeeland, ND	 Leola

Jan 13	 TBD	 vs TBD (Hanson Classic)	 Corn Palace, Mitchell

Jan 16	 7:30 PM	 @  Ellendale, ND	 Ellendale

Jan 18	 6:30 PM	 vs  Northwestern	 Frederick Area

Jan 23	6:30 PM	 @  Britton-Hecla	 Britton

Jan 25	6:30 PM	 vs  Faulkton Area	 Leola

Jan 27	 3:30 PM	 vs  South Border, ND	 Leola

Jan 30	7:30 PM	 @  Ipswich	 Ipswich

Feb 1	 6:30 PM	 @  Warner	 Warner

Feb 3	 TBD	 vs TBD (Highmore Classic)	 Hyde County Mem. Auditorium

Feb 8	 8:00 PM	 @  Herreid/Selby Area	 Herreid

Feb 10	 3:30 PM	 @  Webster Area	 Webster Armory

Feb 15	 8:00 PM	 vs  North Central	 Leola School (Senior Night)

Feb 19, 20, 22 	 Region 1B Tournament

Feb 29		 SoDak 16

March 7-9	 State Tournament

Players went from 0-21 season 
as eighth-graders to notable 
contenders to start senior year

GIRLS BASKETBALL

Laura Sumption drives 
to the hoop during the 
Titans’ game against 
Langford Area Dec. 9.

Jill Ellwein passes downcourt 
to Sofi Losure.

Sofi Losure splits  
two defenders to score.

Olivia 
Morlock 
hits for 3.

PHOTOS 

BY HEIDI 

MARTTILA- 

LOSURE

Karli Achen hit three 3-pointers during the JV against Langford Area. At right, her team celebrates after the 
third one went in.
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SOUNDS OF 
THE SEASON

Frederick Area’s kindergarten through senior 
students entertained community members during 
the annual holiday concert on Dec. 7. LEFT: 
Elementary students performed a story about a little 
bell that didn’t ring. ABOVE: Sixth- and seventh-
grade musicians played recorders. BELOW: The high 
school chorus sang several numbers.

Fifth-
grade 
band 
members 
performed 
together, 
as well as 
solos.

The slide 
whistle 

was 
played 

by Noah 
Kippley, 

right.

PHOTOS BY HEIDI MARTTILA-LOSURE

ABOVE: Kindergartners accompanied their singing with jingle bells.  
RIGHT: The sixth- and seventh-grade band had 12 members performing.

ABOVE: Students added some dramatic actions to 
the story of the little bell.   
RIGHT: A rendition of “Feliz Navidad” by the high 
school band got the audience into a festive mood.


